SELECT DOCUMENTS	62?
In order to carry out these intentions France and Great Britain are
at one in encouraging and assisting the establishment of indigenous
Governments and administrations in Syria and Mesopotamia, now
liberated by the Allies, and in the territories the liberation of which
they are engaged in securing, and in recognising these as soon as they
are actually established. Par from wishing to impose on the popula-
tions of these regions any particular institutions, they are only con-
cerned to ensure by their support and by adequate assistance the regular
working of governments and administrations freely chosen by them-
selves. To secure impartial and equal justice for all, to facilitate the
economic development of the country by inspiring and encouraging
local initiative, to favour the diffusion of education, to put an end
to dissensions that have been too long taken advantage of by Turkish
policy, such is the policy which the two Allied Governments uphold
in the liberated territories.
No. 16.   Declaration of the Congress of Sivas.
September 9, 1919.
WITH this Congress, which followed that of Erzerum, we have the
first formal declaration of the Kemalists, who were also known as the
Nationalists in contradistinction to the Imperial Ottoman Govern-
ment at Constantinople. This document was the predecessor of the
Turkish National Pact (Select Document 18).
REFERENCE.—Report of the American Military Mission to Ar-
menia, by Maj. Gen. James G. Harbord, Government Printing Office
(1920), Washington.
In view of the exterior and interior perils which threaten our coun-
try, the national conscience has become awakened and gave birth to
our congress, which has reached the following decision:
I.	All of the Turkish territory within the frontier outlined 30 Octo-
ber, 1334  (1918), between the Ottoman Government and the Allies,
and inhabited by a preponderate majority of Turk population, will
form an undivided and inseparable whole.   All the Mussulman elements
living in said territories are filled with mutual sentiments of respect
and devotion for the social conditions  of the country and form  a
veritable fraternity.
II.	In order to assure the integrity of our country and our national
independence, as well as to assure the conservation of the Sultanate
and supreme Khalifate,  it is indispensable to place in action the
national forces and the absolute will of the people.
III.	Against all intermeddling or  occupation  of  no  matter what
part of the Ottoman territory, and in particular against every move-
ment tending toward the formation, at the expense of the mother
country, of an independent Armenia and of an independent Greece on
the Aidin, Magnesia, and Balikhisar fronts, we are absolutely resolved
to resist and to defend our rights.
IY. It is inadmissible that privileges be accorded all non-Mussulman
elements who, for ages, have lived from the breast of the same country
and who • enjoy the same rights of equality; such privileges would
tend to trouble our political government and break the social equilibrium.

